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Calendar 
September 2018 

3 - All City offices will be closed for Labor Day 

     (Trash services to run on normal schedule.    

     The Transfer Station will be open.)  

4 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

5 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

12 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

18 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

19 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

20 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 5:30 p.m.  

26 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

 

October 2018 

2 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

3 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

4 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 12:00 p.m.  

10 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

16 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

17 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

18 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 5:30 p.m.  

24 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

30 - State of the City -  

             Walker County Storm Shelter at 5:30 p.m.  

31 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  
 

Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up  

before noon on Wednesday, 

the week prior to pick-up, 

 at 294-5796. 
 

Learn more about  

City events at 

www.huntsvilletx.gov 

November Election  
Filings for City Ballot 

The City Council seats for four At-large Councilmembers will be on the No-

vember 8, 2018, general election ballot. Filing for the positions ran from July 

21 to August 20, 2018. 

 

Seven citizens have filed to run on the ballot: 

¶ Position 1 - Councilmember Paul Davidhizar 

¶ Position 2 - Rico Rodriguez, Dee Howard, and William E. Bayne 

¶ Position 3 - Councilmember Clyde Loll 

¶ Position 4 - Timothy Davis and Mari Montgomery 

 

Also on the ballot will be a special election 

for amendments to the City charter. The City 

Council approved 32 items for voters to con-

sider. The ordinance (in English and Span-

ish) is on the City's Elections page 

(HuntsvilleTX.gov/Elections or Huntsvil-

leTX.gov/Elecciones) and additional educa-

tional election materials will be available in 

the coming weeks.  

Due to the number of amendments, the 

ballot may be the longest in Walker County 

history.  

The City encourages all residents to ensure they are registered to vote by 

visiting VoteTexas.gov or contacting the Walker County Voter Registration 

office at 936-436-4959 (located at the Walker County Annex on the corner of 

Sam Houston Avenue and 13th Street).  

Citizens must be registered by October 9, 2018, to have a valid registration 

for November's election. 

City elections are conducted in accordance with the Texas Election Code 

and other applicable law through the office of the City Secretary. 

For more information, email CitySecretary@HuntsvilleTX.gov, call 936-291-

5403, or visit the City's Elections page at www.HuntsvilleTX.gov/Elections. 



 

 

The Sam Houston Statue and Visitor Cen-

ter has been selected to receive the Texas 

Forestry Associationõs (TFA) 2018 Excel-

lence in Wood Design Award for outstanding 

use of wood in the new William H. Hodges 

Education Building.  

The selection committee for TFA went so 

far as to create a category to better reflect 

the Cityõs building and its contributions to 

the community, according to Executive Direc-

tor Robert E. Hughes, III. The committee also 

relayed how impressed they were with the 

beautiful use of wood and the vintage design 

of the facility.  

òWe are excited. A lot of work went into 

achieving a building that would address our 

needs and fit aesthetically with the current 

Visitor Center, gift shop, and grounds,ó Di-

rector of Tourism and Cultural Services 

Kimm Thomas said. òIt is a wonderful feeling 

to be acknowledged by the Texas Forestry 

Association. Congratulations to City Council, 

City staff, and PGAL Architect & Timberline 

Constructors, Inc. for a job well done!ó 

Thomas was notified by mail in mid-August 

of the honor and was also invited to attend 

the TFA annual meeting in October. City 

Manager Aron Kulhavy said he was pleased 

with the recognition the new facility is receiv-

ing. 

òThis was outstanding work by the project 

architect, PGAL, and contractor, Timberline 

Constructors, delivering on the Councilõs 

vision in a first-class fashion,ó Kulhavy said. 

The award was first presented in 1967 

and has become a symbol of outstanding 

achievement in project designs using wood 

and wood products in Texas.  

The TFA has been a voice for forestry  

for over 100 years, promoting the economic, 

social, and political climate that will  

advance forestry in Texas, according to 

www.TexasForestry.org. 

For more information about the William H. 

Hodges Education Building, or to book your 

next event at the Visitor Center, email Thom-

as at KThomas@HuntsvilleTX.gov or call 

936-294-9726. 
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New building earns award for use of wood 

Want to see City  
Council meetings live? 

The City Council meetings 

air live on KSHU Channel 7, but 

are also available on Face-

book Live (@HuntsvilleTX) and 

are livestreamed on Huntsvil-

leTX.gov (click on Meeting Video 

button on the home page, then 

select the City Council tab on 

the Watch Meeting Videos page 

that opens). Stay up to date on 

your local government news and 

happenings from one end to the 

other of #HomeSweetHuntsville. 

The last day to register to vote for the November 6 election is October 9. 

Make sure you get your registration in on time to cast your vote in 

November! Visit http://www.co.walker.tx.us/ and click Register to Vote 

for more information. A voter's application must be submitted or mailed 

at least 30 days before an election date to vote in that election. 

Remember to Vote the Full Ballot on this November's ballot to have your 

voice heard in the City of Huntsville General Election!  

http://www.co.walker.tx.us/department/?fDD=24-0


 

 

The Huntsville Police Department (HPD) is kicking off 2018 Na-

tional Night Out-related events in a unique fashion this year, by 

joining forces with the SHSU Police Department (UPD) at the fifth 

annual Kats Safety Bash. By expanding the scope of the events, 

HPD Senior Officer Ryann Kaaa-Bauer said law enforcement will 

have a more in-depth conversation and impact with citizens one-

on-one.  

òIn previous years, there have been National Night Out events at 

Kate Barr Ross Park or Target, along with multiple caravans that 

visit Neighborhood Watch programs in the community,ó Kaaa-

Bauer said. òIn planning this yearõs event, HPD and UPD agreed 

that our agencies could reach a larger number of people by com-

bining efforts.ó 

The Bash will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 

25, at Bowers Stadium. Kaaa-Bauer explained that by beginning 

the program with UPD, officers will also be able to get back into 

the communities with Neighborhood Watch programs on Tuesday, 

October 2, which is National Night Out in Texas.    

HPD is currently seeking additional Neighborhood Watch groups 

within Huntsville to sign up for the caravanning on October 2; reg-

istration forms are available on the HPD website. 

òWe will be accepting registration for National Night Out from 

citizens hosting block parties through the end of the Kats Safety 

Bash event,ó Kaaa-Bauer said.  

UPD Patrol Officer Jeffrey Butterworth noted they are is excited 

about partnering with HPD to kick off National Night Out early.  

òWe are hoping to create a unique interactive experience for our 

university and the Huntsville community,ó said Butterworth. 

The Kats Safety Bash will feature all the favorites from years 

past including the Huntsville Fire Department, Walker County Sher-

iffõs Office, Walker County EMS, Texas Department of Public Safe-

ty, Texas Forest Service, Texas Department of Criminal Justice, 

SAAFE House, Walker County/Huntsville Crime Stoppers, and local 

wrecker service companies, along with HPD and UPD. 

òThere will be a larger variety of vendors this year,ó Kaaa-Bauer 

said. òWe will also have a Jaws of Life demonstration, traffic stop 

reenactment, and a DWI awareness booth, and AT&T will be there 

to promote their Talk Text Crash campaign. We hope to see every-

one on September 25th.ó 

To register a neighborhood for National Night Out caravans or to 

find the nearest neighborhood party, contact Senior Officer Kaaa-

Bauer at RKaaa@HuntsvilleTX.gov or 936-291-5493.  
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National Night Out kicking off September 25 

There is a new Procure-

ment Manager at the City of 

Huntsville ð Robert Pearce. 

A native of Beaumont, 

Pearce made the move to 

Huntsville after falling in love 

with its natural beauty, hik-

ing trails, state park, and 

more. 

Pearce graduated from Beaumont High 

School, attended Lamar University, and re-

ceived his BBA in Business Management. 

Following graduation, Pearce worked for a 

bank as a loan officer. 

òThat was an experience, that pushed me 

into my next position at the City of Beaumont 

in the Finance Department,ó Pearce said. òIn 

2006, I moved to the City of Pearland to 

work in the Purchasing Department, over-

seeing two buyers.ó 

Pearce reflected on the growth of Pearland 

in recent years compared to his early career. 

òWorking at the same pace for 12 years in 

Pearland, I was able to witness a typical 

$60,000 purchase back in the 1970s be-

come daily transactions of $130,000,ó 

Pearce said. òThroughout the maintenance 

of day-to-day activities, I realized that it was 

time to start looking at a smaller city and 

was ready to find a better fit. Huntsville was 

a blessing.ó 

Pearce said he had visited Huntsville in 

the past, and thought the area was pretty. 

He enjoys hiking so much that he bought a 

Huntsville State Park annual pass the first 

weekend he arrived. He reflected on his first 

few months with the City. 

òI am getting to know the procedures and 

becoming familiar with the staff,ó Pearce 

said. òI have goals to tweak a few processes 

to achieve organization and efficiency. In my 

previous role, I oversaw employees and dele-

gated duties. In Huntsville, I am the depart-

ment and have been embracing the chal-

lenge of being the go-to person for everyone 

with a smile.ó 

Pearce has one daughter, who lives in 

North Carolina and recently married a òWest 

Point boy.ó  

Aside from enjoying the outdoors, Pearce 

spends his spare time at concerts with 

friends. 

òI love live music and am an avid music 

lover,ó Pearce said. òThe Astros are my 

team, but I enjoy all sports. Having already 

hiked the Canadian Rockies, I consider my-

self a fitness buff and fanatic. One of my 

long-term goal is to continue to learn some-

thing new every day as I serve the citizens of 

Huntsville.ó 

For more information, contact Pearce at 

RPearce@HuntsvilleTX.gov or 936-291-

5495. 

Pearce getting comfortable with new position 

mailto:RKaaa@HuntsvilleTX.gov


 

 

The Huntsville Police 

Department (HPD) is up-

dating its Special Needs 

Registry to better protect 

and serve the community. 

The Registry assists offic-

ers who are called out to 

find or help relocate a lost 

senior citizen or depend-

ent person.  

Residents, whether a 

family member or caregiv-

er, are asked to sign up 

any individual that is disabled or has a medi-

cal condition. Special needs adults may also 

enroll themselves.  

HPD Senior Officer Ryann Kaaa-Bauer said 

basic details are needed such as personal 

information, medical information, emergency 

contact numbers for relatives, and a photo-

graph of the registrant.   

òWe hope to have faster action 

times in reuniting these individ-

uals with their loved ones and 

care givers. There are many in 

the community who are elderly 

or have a medical condition that 

we are not aware of,ó said 

Kaaa-Bauer. òBy having infor-

mation in advance, we can edu-

cate our officers and other first 

responders on how to better 

serve our residents. Maybe 

someone has a rare illness and we are un-

sure of what to look for or how to respond; 

this program will help tremendously in allevi-

ating such difficult situations.ó 

She added that all information will remain 

confidential and will only be accessed by law 

enforcement to locate or return a loved one.  

òThese individuals can experience a long 

wait while the officers attempt to identify 

them and their homes,ó said Kaaa-Bauer. 

òBeing listed greatly aids the police depart-

ment, as well as other first responders, 

should somebody with Alzheimerõs or special 

needs be missed or found by the police, and 

not be able to provide information.ó 

Citizens should submit completed Special 

Needs Registry forms to the Huntsville Police 

Department, 1220 11th Street, Huntsville, 

Texas, 77340. The forms can be found at 

www.HuntsvilleTX.gov/SpecialNeedsRegistry 

or can be picked up at the department from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.   

Have questions or would like more infor-

mation about the program?   

Contact Senior Officer Kaaa-Bauer at 

RKaaa@HuntsvilleTX.gov or 936-291-5493. 

Special Needs Registry updates being sought 

The City of Huntsville recently received two donations from 

the Walmart Supercenter that will provide much needed 

search and rescue equipment and promotional materials. The 

gifts were given on July 6, 2018, during the grand reopening 

of the store, following a remodel to incorporate new shopping 

features.  

At the event, a $1,000 contribution was made to the Hunts-

ville Fire Department for vital equipment. Fire Chief Greg 

Mathis accepted the 

check from Store Manag-

er Colin Williams.  

òWe will use this gener-

ous offering to purchase 

a side sonar scanner for 

our water rescue unit,ó 

Chief Mathis said. 

Walmart also do-

nated $1,500 that 

will be used in the 

Main Street area 

for new light pole 

banners.  

òThis is a great way 

to help highlight the 

shops and other 

venues downtown. What a great investment in local business,ó 

Main Street Coordinator Debbie Charbonneau said.  

The check was accepted by Mayor Andy Brauninger and 

Councilmember Paul Davidhizar and was presented by Wil-

liams. The City is truly appreciative of Walmart, a primary area 

employer and charitable partner. 

For more information, call 936-291-5403 or email CitySec-

retary@HuntsvilleTX.gov. 

 

Donations to make a difference  


